
Department of Energy
Germantown. MD ,20874-; 290

The Honorable Phillip >luiier
Minister of Foreign M%.i.rsand Trade
Republic oft.he .Marshaii kanas
.Ma@ro. .Marshail Islands 95960

Dear \iinister .Mdler:

Pursuaru to the tie Agreec !,linutes signed at your Embassy on October 2.1998. concerning the
Deparrmem oi Ener~ 1DC’S’)-Repubiic 01 the Marsnail Islands annual meeting in Honolulu.
iqa~~aii.on July i -2. ! 998. 1am wm~inqIOaddress me term txposea” as 11reiates to DOE’s
jpec:i meaicai care progwn in the Marshall Mantis.

Please ce assured that i)O~ and its contractors understand the importance the Marshallese people
attach to usage of the terms ‘exposed” and “unexposed.” anti that DOE t~~iluse its best efforts to
ensure that DOE meaicai cre and environmental monitoring program providers’ wtitten and orai
communications concernk~ use of the term “exposed” comuon ~vith U.S. law as summarized in
the enclosure to this letter.

.% per tie agreement Of Oc:ober 2.1998. reacheci at our recent meeting at the Embassy, I am
looking foxwarcito the oppmtunity to meet with congressional staff to explain the terminoio~
ive hm-t used in the ~ast:: iescnbe our medicai !xo_gm-I in ~ne },iarsndl Islands.

Paui j. Seligmfi. JI.D.. >l,P.H.
Depu~ “.%si.stamSecret~

for Health Smciies

Enciosure



cc wlenciosure:
Ambassador Banny ae Wurn-

RM.IEmbassy, Washingom D.c.
Arkmsador Joan Plai.smi.

.Werican Embassy. .Ma@ro
Semlor i-ienchi 13aios.Bikini
Senasor Ismaei Job Enewe=
Semtor Johnsay Riklon. Rongeiap
Semmr Hiroshi Yamamura Utrik
Mayor Tomaki Juda- Bikini
Mayor Napt.d.i Peter. Enewew
Mayor James Matayoshi. Rongeiap
Mayor Joe SauL Utrik
Lynn Sieacie. Department oi Suite
Colonei .4shton Ormes.

Deparunent of Defeme
Joe McDermott. Deparunem of the intenor
Ester Kia’aina Office of Senator Akaka



Use of the Term ‘‘Exposed” P’.lrsuant to

Enclosure

United States Law

The intended beneficiaries oftie Deparment of Energ’s IDOE) medics care program are
identified in section 103fi)( 1) of the Compact of Free Association Act of 1985 (COFAA)
48 U.S.C. 1903(h)(1)) cap~ioned “DOE Radiological Heaith Care Program. ” Section 103(h)(1)

stXes in relevant pm m follows:

Notwithstanding anv other provision oi_law. upon the request of the Government of the
Marshall Islands. the President [either tiough an appropriate department or agency of
the United States or by contract with a United States b j shall conunue to provide
special medical care and logistical support thereto for the remaining i 74 members of
the population of Rongeiap and Utrik \vno ~!ere exposed to radiation resuiting irom the
195-$United States thermonuclear ““5ravo’”:2.x pursuant to Pubiic i-~ws 95-13-$and
96-205.

COFA% section 103fj) (48 U.S.C. 1903(jjj, which is the subject of the Republic oithe Marshall
Islands [RMI) paper entitled “The issue of ‘exposed’ and DOE’s interpreuuion of ‘unexposed’.”
does not relate to DOE’S radiological heaith care program or the “Bravo’ test. Rather. section
103(j) concerns the “Four .4to11Heaith Care Program.” administered on behalf of the U.S.
Government by the Deparunent of the Interior. for

the people of the .+tolls of Bikini. Enewetak. Rongeiap. and LTtrik~~nowere affected by the
consequences of the united States nuciear testing program. pursuam:0 [he program
described in Public Law 95-134 ma Public Law 96-205 and their cescenaams (and any
other persons ldentifiea as having been so arYected if such iaentiiicz:on occurs in the
manner aescnbea in such public iaws ).

Neither section i03(h)( 1) nor section 103[jj utilizes the ~erm “unexposed.” In addition. neither
section i 77 of the Compact OfFree .4ssociation nor its implementing agreemen~. ;vhich is cited
~nthe .FSff position paper. utilizes either ‘exposed” or “unexposed.” Ftiermore. COFAA
section i 03Q)(1) states that:

\’othing in this subsection shall be construes as prejuaiciai to the tie~vs or poiicies of
the Government of the Marshall Islands as lo [he persons affected b~;~neconsequences
of t!!e United States nuciear testing program.


